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condition, that is, of sustaining the expense of their own Civil
Government, hy means of the local revenue, which would be
placed under the direction and control of their representa-
tives. Whenever the Settlers in Western Australia shall be
willing and able to perform this condition, they ought, we
apprehend, to be admitted to the full enjoyment of the
corresponding franchises, but not till then.1
The Colonies of South Australia and Van Diemen's Land,
being on the other hand at once willing and able to provide
by local resources for the public expenditure of each, or at
least for so much of that expenditure as is incurred with a
view to colonial and local objects, the time has in our judge-
ment arrived when Parliament may properly be recom-
mended to institute in each of these Colonies a legislature,
in which the representatives of the people at large shall
enjoy and exercise their constitutional authority.
In submitting to Your Majesty this advice, we are only
repeating an opinion so familiar and so generally adopted
by all persons conversant with the Government of the
British Colonies, that it would seem superfluous to support it
by argument or explanation. The introduction of this con-
stitutional principle into every dependency of the British
Crown is a general rule sanctioned by a common and clear
assent. The exception to that rule arises only when it can
be shown that the observance of it will induce evils still
more considerable than those which it would obviate and
correct. We are aware of no reason for apprehending that
such a preponderance of evil would follow on the introduc-
tion of such a change fai South Australia and Van Diemen's
Land. The contrary anticipation appears to be entertained
by all those who possess the best means and the greatest
powers of foreseeing the probable results of such a measure.
We therefore recommend that, during the present session of
Parliament, a Bill shall be introduced for securing to the
1 It was not till 1870 that the legislative Council of Western Australia
consisted, with regard to two-thirds of it, of elected members.